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Letters

continued on from page 3

cial comic section. It will be
popular in comics and cartoon-
ing circles, and the only ad rev-
enue there is if there’s an
arrangement with the holders
of the print advertising on the
page of ads included in the
block to shell out a little extra
based on downloads. In this
case, yes, the Web would not
be making any money for

the Reader.

Now past the issue of
whether bloggers prevent
money from flowing to the print
media or actually help it, there’s
the issue of whether online jour-
nalists can do anything besides
link to print sources (and help
the revenues of the print

sources who have an online rev-
enue model). Is there original
journalistic content online? Of
course. Check out
Chicagoist.com. While they link
to some print-originated mate-
rial, they do plenty of original
work in areas print publications
gloss over.
Chicagodailynews.org should be
up and running before too long
and will be specializing in origi-
nal material. You can hardly be
online for half an hour without
accidentally tripping over politi-
cal commentary. Liberal, con-
servative—whatever—the com-
mentary is out there. Print
columnists expanding their out-
put online, people who are
online only. The value of the

political commentator is deter-
mined by the individual reader,
not the editor, and certainly
not by whether the commenta-
tor’s words are on paper or

a screen. It is freedom of what
you want to read.

Newspapers and magazines
have revenue models that are
based primarily on advertising.
Alternative weeklies like the
Reader are based exclusively on
advertising. Web pages are
based primarily on advertising,
with a few entering into the
realm of subscription and anoth-
er set reaping the benefits of
selling merchandise that com-
plements their product and/or
topic area. The product is not so
different; the medium the prod-

uct is distributed in is a little dif-
ferent. The Internet is also a
much more inclusive and robust
distribution system.

I hope Mr. Lenehan can quit
wailing like an infant with
soiled diapers and learn about
the different types of ways to
distribute a news story and to
get a check for it. The model is
changing, and you can either
adapt or go have a drink with
those nice young men from the
buggy-whip factory.

Todd Allen
Adjunct professor of e-business
Columbia College

Michael Lenehan replies:
Over here at the Buggy Whip
Gazette we are very grateful to
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Professor Allen for so patiently
sharing his e-business expert-
ise, particularly in the area of
advertising, a subject we know
very little about. I fear, howev-
er, that my humble attempt at
humor has eluded him in a
variety of ways, of which I'd like
to address just one: With capi-
tal letters and a great deal of
condescension, Mr. Allen
informs us that blogs provide
FREE ADVERTISING for
newspapers and generate
traffic for their Web sites.

In his eagerness to deliver

a lecture, he seems to have
completely missed my point
about the Wonkette item in
question, which was precisely
that it did neither. Forgive me
for repeating myself, but
Wonkette linked to Sploid, a
sibling blog, and to a page on
Yahoo News. The item made
no mention of the Houston
Chronicle, which originated
the story, or the AP, which
delivered it to Yahoo.

Damn
the Health
Taliban

After reading Ben Joravsky’s
piece on Chicago’s smoking ban
[The Works, December 307, I
found it odd that he fails to
mention the fact that “second-
hand smoke” damage itself is
about as proven as “intelligent
design.” Or the fact that despite
humanity being aware of possi-
ble damage from inhaling
smoke since the first caveman
tried building a fire within the
cave, not to mention the fact
that citizens have many choices
of places to go that don’t allow
smoking, some people feel Big
Mother needs to step in and
form the Health Taliban.

But since the conservatives
have their own pseudoscience
justifying the War on Drug Users,
liberals need some too, evidently.

John Biederman
DailyLimerick.net

Ben Joravsky replies:

My point was that the city
started with the assumption that
secondhand smoke is dangerous
then did nothing about it.

Swift Justice

Dear Michael [ Lenehan],

I enjoyed your piece in the lat-
est Reader [ “A Year Without
Journalism,” December 307, and
your modest proposal for a year’s
sabbatical for journalists. As 'm
sure Swift would’ve agreed, per-
haps those daughters (and sons)
of reporters and writers who are
unsuitable for lives of prostitu-
tion can be eaten.

Fred Donini-Lenhoff
River Forest
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must have appeared hopelessly
screwy, if not downright un-
American. But with the line
between high and low culture
now so intractably blurred, his
time may have finally come. @
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Taxival Confessions, m
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Dv. Laura Berman, arc
creafing a new Showtime
TV zeries (o help couples
salve their relationship
issngs, Couples will
spend a week at the
Berman Center in
Chicago and their
experiences will be
filmed for this series.
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The Berman Center is a state-of-the-art facility
dedicated 1o helping couples repair their relation-
ships und enjoy o happy and healthy sexual life.
Or. Berman has helped thowsands of couples solve
iheir problems and build stronger relationships.
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on a great collection
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& women. Choose from styles by
Merrell, Ecco, Santana, Timberland,
Kenneth Cole and more.
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It you and your partner are struggling with relationship
conflicts or sexual issues, you are eligible for this opporiuniy.
Couples chosen will be flown to Chicago to participate in a free
week long workshop that will help yow and vour partner
achieve the closeness, communication and sexual imtimacy that
is missing from your relationship.

Call 1-800-854-0018

Hurry in for best selection.
Sale ends January 15, 2006
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Free Parking at Century Shopping Centre with your Hanig’s Purchase.





